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FROM THE VIENNA EXHIBITION, 




No. 24. Fancy Head-dress; designed and manufactured by Messrs. G. Twerembold and Sons in Turin. 

in diamonds and emeralds, rest in brilliants. 
Weight of object 50 grammes. 



Genius in dead gold, wings 



VARIOUS. 



GLASS SPINNING. 

The latest improvements in spinning glass are due to the 
Vienna manufacturer Brunfaut, who exhibited his talent in this 
speciality in 1850 at Pesth. After manifold trials, he discovered a 
composition which may be made at any time into curled or frizzled 
yarn. The frizzled threads surpass in fineness not only the finest 
cotton, but even a single cocoon thread, and they appear at the 
same time almost as soft and elastic as silk lint. The woven glass 
flock wool has quite recently . been used as a substitute for ordinary 
wool wrappings for patients suffering from "gout, and its use for 
this purpose has been, it is stated, successful. Chemists and 
apothecaries have found it useful for filtering. The smooth threads 
are now woven into textile fabrics, which are made into cushions, 
carpets, table-cloths, shawls, neckties, cuffs, collars, and other gar- 
ments &c. They may be jased for weaving the figures in brocaded 
silk or velvet. As a material for fancy dresses, tapestry, for cove- 
ring furniture, for laces, embroidiery, hosiery &c. the glass tissue 
will probably at some future time occupy a prominent place. Owing 
to its brilliancy and the splendour of its colours, it is the most 
beautiful material for dressing the hair, neck and head. In softness, 
the glass yarn almost approaches silk; and to the touch, it is like 
the finest wool or cotton. It possesses remarkable strength, and it 
remains unchanged in light and warmth, and is not altered by 
moisture or acids. Spots may readily be removed by washing. 
Being non-inflammable and incombustible , it is especially valuable 
for making dress materials for ladies. Cloths of glass fabrics are 



much warmer than those of cotton or wool; at the same time, 
they are of low specific gravity. They are also adapted for veils, 
as they repel the dust remarkably well. The composition of the 
materials is still a secret, and the spinning requires extraordinary 
dexterity and constant attention. This part of the business is said 
to be very trying to the sight. It is stated that, with a wheel of 
a diameter of .five Austrian yards , one operative is able to spin 
3000 yards per minute. The cloth (which is equal to about eleven 
drachms avoirdupois) is sold for two-florins = ninety three cents 
gold. In conclusion the Journal of Applied Science states that the 
Austrian Minister of Commerce has already organised schools for 
glass spinning in the principal seats of glass manufacture in Bo- 
hemia. The Engineer. 



GASKET FOR SIR A. D. SASSOON. 
The gold casket presented by the Corporation, with the free- 
dom of the City of London, to Sir Albert David Sassoon, C. S. T., 
has been designed and executed by Messrs. Howell & Co., of Re- 
gent-street. It is designed in the Renaissance style of Art, and 
executed in 18-carat gold. The body of the casket is supported by 
four ornamental columns, relieved by panels in repousse and carved 
gold, each end enclosing a medallion painted in enamel, with crest 
and monogram. The lid is dome-shaped, and surmounted by the 
arms of the City in gold and enamel. 

Tlie Builder. 



